
How to give a gift in your Will to our local 
public hospital in Wyndham

Making a Bequest

www.werribeehospitalfoundation.org.au



Werribee District Hospital opened 
in 1962. It had 22 beds, a matron’s 
flat and 4 staff homes. This first 
public hospital in Wyndham 
closed its doors in 1994 when 
the Werribee Mercy Hospital in 
Hoppers Lane opened to the public.

Werribee Hospital Foundation 
was formed around a transitional 
period, when the old district hospital 
was closing and the new hospital 
in Hoppers Lane was being built. 
Overseen by a board of volunteer 
directors, the first gift to the new 
hospital came from the Foundation’s 
first benefactor, Gordon Wyndham 
McKeown. Gordon McKeown’s family 
moved to Watton Street in Werribee 
just before Gordon was born in 
1901. He was the youngest of three 
brothers and his family owned much 
of the land along the main street 
and several businesses, including the 
popular bakery. 

Gordon was too young to enlist in 
armed services, unlike his brother 
John Alexander Hunter McKeown, 
who sadly was killed less than a 
month before armistice was declared. 
Gordon’s bequest included a house, 
an art collection and shares. Although 
Gordon lived in Williamstown in 
his later years, he wanted to leave 
something to his hometown. His 
strong connected to Wyndham and 
community values to supporting 
public health have left a lasting gift 
for future generations.

Back in time...

OUR HISTORY

Werribee Hospital Foundation’s first benefactor 
wanted to leave something to his hometown

From small beginnings...



The Davis Hardware store and house 
served two generations of the Davis 
family, starting in 1904 when Herbert 
A. Davis moved there with his wife 
and daughter, Vera. Both Herbert 
Davis and his daughter, Vera, worked 
in the busy hardware that offered 
a variety of goods, and became a 
popular meeting spot. When Herbert 
A. Davis died in 1949 he left all his 
property to Vera. Vera continued to 
work in the store until she was 84, 
with the assistance of a cousin,  
Horrie. When Vera died, aged 102, 
she left a significant gift to the 
Werribee District Hospital Charitable 
Foundation – now known as Werribee 
Hospital Foundation.

Vera wanted to support the public
hospital and she requested in her Will
that the foundation set up a perpetual
trust in her family’s honour. Vera’s 
bequest funds have been invested 
wisely for over a decade, and provide 
ongoing funds for vital medical 
equipment and hospital upgrades.
This could not have happened without 
Vera’s gift. Vera’s generosity is 
helping our hospital transition to more 
advanced services.

Miss Vera Davis requested in her Will that the 
foundation set up a perpetual trust in her family’s honour

Do you remember the 
Davis Hardware Store
 and Davis House 
(pictured left) in 
Watton Street? Both 
were well known and 
considered local 
landmarks.

From small beginnings...



OUR COMMUNITY

Ordinary people make extraordinary 
contributions in our community

Our Wyndham community is rich in 
stories about individuals and families 
who have made our city the place it is 
today. Our community is made up of 
many ordinary people willing to give 
and do extraordinary things for the 
benefit of others. Making a lasting 
gift in your Will to Werribee Hospital 
Foundation is an extraordinary thing 
and a testament to your community 
goodwill. Our local public hospital 
needs community benefactors like you, 
but before you make up your mind, 
there are a few things to consider…

Many people do not want to 
think about death, but most of 
us are aware that there are valid 
reasons to prepare for this. 
Your paramount concern in your 
Will is to support your loved 
ones. We know and appreciate 
this, which makes the decision to 
leave a gift entirely dependent 
on your personal situation.

MAKING A WILL



Leaving a bequest will make a difference to the health 
and wellbeing of Wyndham families for years to come

Firstly, discuss your intentions with 
family and friends, and then seek legal 
advice to include a bequest in your Will. 
Very importantly, a Will is a legal 
document and should be prepared 
with the assistance of a legal advisor 
or trustee.  Many people think that 
making a Will or changing an existing 
one is complicated. We can offer some 
support, so this is not the case.

How do you make a decision 
to leave a bequest?



The funds from your bequest will 
be applied to specific projects 
within the public hospital in 
Wyndham. The priority of 
projects is determined through 
consultation with staff and unit 
managers, who ultimately respond 
to patient care and public health 
priorities. Werribee Hospital 
Foundation work closely with the 
hospital to ensure our donations 
represent the interest of our 
donors, but you might also like 
to express preferences about 
how your bequest is applied. 
These preferences will always be 
respected.

How will my gift be used?

$100,000   Medical equipment   1995
$300,000  Mother and Baby Unit   2003
$100,000   Palliative Care Unit   2004
$100,000   Emergency Department and
Operating theatre   2005
$200,000  Scholarships to staff   2012
$295,000   Anaesthetic machines   2014
$400,000  Critical Care Unit   2018

Historically funds have been 
used to purchase medical 
equipment and hospital 
upgrades. These include:

We are happy to work with you to ensure that your 
bequest is used in a way that makes you proud

Your gift will only ever be used to support 
public hospital services in Wyndham.



Bequests can be made in a variety of 
ways, to suit your personal situation 
and preferences.

1) After you have determined
provisions for your family and
friends, decide how much you
would like to leave toward the work
of Werribee Hospital Foundation.

2) Choose the type of gift you
would like to leave (your solicitor
can advise you on the options
available to you).

3) Arrange for your Will to include: 

“I give to the The Trustee for 
Werribee District Hospital Charitable 
Foundation No 2.” 
ABN 26 489 365 751

a) All of my residuary estate, OR
b) …… Percentage of my residuary
estate, OR
c) The sum of $..... OR
d) (list of asset or assets).

How to leave a gift in your Will?

Our hospital needs supporters now and into the future

Please tell us if you are intending to include a gift to the Werribee Hospital Foundation in your Will.
For a confidential discussion about leaving a gift in your Will, please contact us. See overleaf.


